
ORDINAI.ICE NO. 7B-A-14, AS AI,IENDED

QUILEUTE MOTOR VEHICLE ORDTNANCE

Preambl.e

WHEREAS, the Quifeute rribe i.s an organized Indian Tribe,
incorporated and chartered under the Indian Reorganization Act,;
and the guileute TribaL Council is the duly constituted governing
body of the Quileute Indian Reservation by authority of Article
III of tbe Constitution and By-Laws of the euileute Indian Tribe
approved by the Secretary of the Interior on November II, 1936;
and,

wlIEREAs, the Tribar council has authority to enact
ordinances under the authority provided by Article vI of the

Quileute Constitution; and

WIIEREAS, the Tribal Council enacted ordinance No. 7g-A-I4 on

January 27, 1978, which ordi.nance was approved by the
superintendent, western washington Agency on February 15, L97gi
and

wIlEREAs, Tribal civil authority over the conduct of persons

operating motor vehicles on the reservation is necessary to
regulate conduct threatening the health and welfare of the Tribe;
and

$HEREAS, decrirninalization of certain traffic offenses is
essential to the public safety, health and welfare of the

Quileute Tribe to facilitate a uniform, expedit,ious system for
disposition of traffic infractionsi and
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hIIIEREAS, the Quileute Tribal Council desires to amend

Ordinance No. 7g-A-14, the Quileute Motor Vehicle Ordinance, as

hereinafter set forth;
NOW, THEREFORE, the Quileute Tribal council amends the

Quileute Motor Vehicle ordlnance 78-A-14, ds followsl

Revising Section 2 by adding new Sections 2.L and 2.2(al,
and renumbering sections 2,I through 2.6; revising sections 3.3,

4.6, 5, 6,7 and 11; revising section 9 by adding new sect,ion

9.5, and renunbering sections 9.1 through 9.9, revising sect,ion

10 by including former section 13.3 as new section 10.6;

renumbering former section 15 as net{ sect,ion 12; renumbering and

amending former section 12 as new sectj-on 15; revising former

section 13 to include former section 16 and .renumbering the same;

revising section 14 by amendj.ng and renumbering as nevt section

16; adding new sections !4, L7, 18, and 19; renumbering former

sections L7 and 18.

l. washington State Motor Vehicle Laws Adopted:

The sections of the Washington State Motor Vehicle Laws

specifically cited in this ordinance are adopted by the Quileute

Tribe and made a part of this ordinance subject to the following:

1.1 All arnendments to the Washington State Motor Vehicle

Laws cited in this ordinance shall operate to amend this ordinance

unless the Tribal Council shall resolve otherwise.

L2 Nothing in this section shall diminish the authority of

the Tribe to delete, amend or supplement the Washington Stat'e

Motor Vehicle Laws cited in this ordinance insofar as they may

affect the provisions of this ordinance '
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1.3 'rPublic highways of this Staterr as contained in the
cited Washington State Motor vehicle Laws shall be construed to
mean I'all roads, pubric and private, within the jurisdiction of
the Quileute Tribe.tt

1.4 'rcounty jailr a; contained in the cited washington

State Motor Vehicle- Laws shall be construed to mean tttribal or
other jail authorized by the Tribe to receive prisoners.rt

2. Violations.

2.L Traffic Infractions.
(a) Defined: The failure to perform any act required

or the performance of any act, prohibited by this ordinance related
to traffic including, but not limited to parking, standing,
stopping, pedestrian, and other offenses set.f,ortlr in the Revised

Code of Washington Chapter 46.63, is designated as a traffic
infraction and nay not be classified as a criminal offense. A

traffic infraction is a noncriminal regulatory violation for
which imprisonment may not be imposed as a sanction,

(b ) Monetarv penal.ties : A person found to have

corunitted a traf fic infraction shall be assessed a monet,ary

penalty not to exceed $250, The Tribal court shall designate the

amounts of the monetary penalties for traffic infractions under

this ordinance.

2.2 Criminal Violatjons

(a) Defined: Traffic offenses designated as crimes in
this ordinance or the cited washington State Motor Vehicle Laws

shall be classified as criminal violations.
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(b) Penqrties: The penalties imposed by the Quireute
Triba1 Court for criminal violations shall be as set forth in the

cited Washington State Motor Vehicle Laws except no penalty shall
exceed one (1 ) year,ts:t imprisonment or $5,000.00 or both. Where

no penarty is contained i; the cited washington state Motor

Vehicle 1aws, the penalty shall not exceed thirty (30) days'

imprisonment, or $100.00, or both.

(c) Bail: The Tribal Court shall designate the

amounts of bail for criminal violati.ons under this ordinance and

shall further desigrnate the specified offenses which may be

satisfied by payment of bail and the specified offenses which

shal1 reguire appearances before the Tribal Court. Provided

that, until revised upon not less than 30 days' notice, the

designations reguired by this paragraplr shall be those set forth
in the Bail Schedule for the Clallam County District Court.

2,3 Denial of Operatinq Authoritv. In addition to any

other penalties prescribed by this ordinance the Tribal Court may

prohibit any person convicted of a violation of this ordinance or

found to have cornrnitted a t,raffic infraction hereunder from

operating a vehicle on any road within the jurisdiction of the

Quileute Tribe for a period noL to exceed one year.

2,4 Exclusion. Any person not a member of the Quileute

Indian Tribe convicted of three or more criminal violations

and/or found to have committed three or more traffic infractions

under this Ordinance or any combination thereof sha]l be subject

to excJusion from the Quileute Indian Reservation pursuant t,o

Article XV of the Quileute Law and Order Ordinance No. 74'A7.
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2.5 Pavment. All fines and forfeitures due upon convict,ion

of a criminal violation or forfeiture of bail and all monetary

penalties due upon determination of a traffic infraction shall be

paid into the General Fund of the Tribe.

3. License, Reqistration and Equipment.

3.I Any person who operat,es a motor vehicle upon any road

within the jurisdiction of the Quileute Tribe shall have in his

possession a current and valid driverrs license which under

guileute or Washington State Motor Vehicle Laws entitles him to

operate a notor vehicle on the public highways in Washington or

on the roads within the Quileute Reservation.

3.2 Any vehicle operated by any person upon any road within

the jurisdiction of the Quileute Tribe must-be properly licensed

and equi.pped in accordance with Chapters 46.16 and 46.37 of the

Revised Code of Washington and must be properly registered in

accordance with Quileute Triba] laws.

3.3 Operation of a motor vehicle wiLhout a valid driverrs

Iicense or operation of an unregistered vehicle shall be a

crininal violation punishable as provided in SectLon 2.2 of this

ordinance.

4. t'lotorcvcles and Mini-bikes .

4,L It sha1l be a traffic infraction for .rn) person

operate a motor-driven cycle (called cycle herein) except

follows:

to

as
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(a) Equipped with a mirror on rhe ]eft side of the

handlebars giving the driver a complete view of the roadway to

the rear.

(b) Equipped with a safe operational braking system as

designed by the manufacturer.

(c) Eguipped with an operational head lamp as designed

by the manufacturer, which shall be lighted at all times while

the cycle is actually in motion on a public or private road.

(d) Eguipped with a proper exhaust system. No person

shall nodify or fail repair a fauLty or damaged exhaust system of

a cycle allowing the increase of noise emitted by the engine to

be above that emitted by the rnuffler originally installed on the

cycle.

4.2 It shall be a traffic infraction for any person to

operate or ride upon a cycle without conforning to the following:
(a) Observing the hours of operation limited to 7:00

a.m. to 10:00 p.m.

(b) Riding only upon a permanent and regular seat

attached thereto, and not carrying any person unless such cycle

is designed to carry more than one person with the additional

seating and footPegs.

4.3 It shall be a traffic i.nfraction for any person to ride

in a position where both feet are placed on the same side of the

cycle.

4.4 It sha1l be a traffic infraction to use a cycle to tow

another vehicle.
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4,5 Atl cycles when operated on paved roadways and within

the cornnunity of LaPush must observe all Rules of the Road and

applicable motor vehicle laws.

4,6 Cycles being operated r+ith defective or improper

equipnent may be prevented from further operation until the

defect is corrected and any police officer may impound such cycle

until it has been placed in a cond.ition satisfactory to cycle

inspection.

5. Accidents and RePorts.

Every driver whose vehicle injures anotlrer person, or damages

another personfs property, shall stop and give assi.stance and

infornation in accordance with sections 46.52.010 , 46,52.020, and

46,52.030 of the Revised Code of Washington; f'ailure of a driver

to comply with this Section shall be a crime punishable as provided

in Section 2,2 of this ordinance.

6- Rules of the Road.

Any person who, while within the jurisdiction of the

guileute Tribe, violates any of the Washington State Rules of the

Road, as appearing in Chapter 46.61 of the Revised Code of

Washington, shall be punishable as provided in Section 2 of this

ordinance.

7. Careless Driving.

Any person who shall drive without reasonable regard for the

safety of persons or property shall be guilty of careless driving
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and punishable as provided in Section 2.2 of this ordinance.

Violation of any posted speed'limit, or of the Rules of the Road

may be consj.dered as evidence of careless driving.

8. 4bandonment of Motor Vehicles,

8.1 Any motor vehicle which has not been moved from the

roads or streets under the jurisdiction of the Quileute Tribe for

a period of thirty days shall be presumed to be abandoned by the

olrner, and license plates shall be removed from the abandoned

vehicle.

9.2 Any person found to have abandoned a vehicle on the

roads or streets under the jurisdiction of the Quileute Tribe or

on real property owned by the Quileute Indian Tribe shall forfeit,

aII rights in such motor vehicle, and the tribal Court, after

notice to the owner, nay order the abandoned motor vehicle to be

destroyed, sold or otherwise disposed of.

8,3 Any net proceeds above the expenses of any sale of an

abandoned motor vehicle shall be remitted to the owner of record;

otherwise, expenses of disposition of the motor vehicle incurred

by the Tribal Court shall be assessed against the owner of record.

9. Police Authoritv.

All tribal police officers shal1 have the power:

9.1 To enforce the provisions of this ordinance and any

olher tribal laws regulating the operation of vehicles or the use

of the highwaYs.
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9.2 To make arrests without, warran! for any c::iminaL
violation of this ordinance or other tribal laws regulating the
operation of vehicles or the use of the highways, provided that,,
except as modified by paragraphs 9.3 and 9.4, such offenses must

be conmitted in the view oi'pru""n"" of the officer.
9.3 To make arrests when they have reasonable cause to

believe that the person is driving a vehicle under the influence
of intoxicating li.guor, or a drug, or has been guilty of failure
to stop, o! failure to give informatj.on, or failure to render
reasonable assistance, in the event of an accident resulting in
death or personal injuries, tss prescribed in section 5 of this
ordinance.

9.4 To investi.gate traffic accidents and to secure the
names and addresses of witnesses or of persons involved, and to
issue a written traffic citation to any person involved in the
accident when, based upon personal investigation, the officer has

reasonable cause to believe that the person has committed any

offense under the provisions of this ordinance.

9.5 To issue a notice of traffic infraction if: (r) the
traffie infraction is comrnitted in.the officerts presence; (zl
the officer investigating at, the scene of an accident has

reasonable cause to believe thaL a driver of a motor vehicLe

involved in the accident has committed a traffic infraction; or
(3) a motor vehicle without, a driver is found parked, standing or

stopped in violation of this ordinance, in which case the officer
sha1l conspicuously affix to the vehicle a notice of the traffic
infraction.
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9.6 At' al] times to direct traffic conformance with this
ordinance and in the event, of a fire or other emergency or to
expedite or to insure safety, to direct traffic as conditions may

reguire notwithstanding the provisions of this ordinance.
g.7 When on duty, upon reasonab]e belief that any,'vehicle

is being operated in vlolation of any provision of this ordinance,

to require the driver thereof to stop and exhibit his driver's
license and the registration card issued for the vehicle.

9.8 To inspect any vehicle in any public garage or repair
shop or in any place where such vehicles are held for sale or

wrecking, for the purpose of locating stolen vehicles and

investigating the title and registration thereof.
9.9 To serve all warrants relating to_ the enforcement of

tlris ordinance regulating the operation of, vehicles and

investigating the title and registration thereof.
9.10 To investigate reported lhefts of motor vehicles.

10. Citatjlon to Appear in Cour! for Criminal Violation.
10,1 Whenever any person is arrested for any criminal

violation of this ordinance, the arresting officer may serve upon

him a citation and notice to appear in court.
LO.z The officer shal} prepare in sufficient copies a

written traffic citation containing a notice to appear in court,

ttre name and address of the person, the regisLration number of

his vehicle, the offense charged, lhe tine and place when and

where the person shall appear in court,, and such other pertinent

information as may be necessary.
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10.3 The time specified in the not.ice to appear must be at

Ieast five (5) days after the alleged violation.
10.4 The place specified in the notice to appear shalI be

before the Quileute Tribal Court in LaPush, washington.

10,5 The person chaiged with the criminal violation, in
order to secure release, and when permitted by the arresting

officer, must give his written promise to appear in Tribal Court

by signing at least one copy of the written traffic citation
prepared by the officer. Upon the arrested personrs failing or

refusing to sign such written promise, or if the arresting officer
has reasonable cause to believe that the person will not honor

such prornise, he may be taken into custody of such arresting

officer, or be placed in confinement, and taken before the Tribal

Court without unreasonable de1ay. Provided;' any person cited for

any violation of this ordinance which involves the use of intoxicant:

or drugs shatl be placed in custody or confinement for a ninimum

period of four (4) hours.

10.6 Any person charged with an offense for which payment

of bail may be made without aPpearance before the court shal]

have the option of forfeiting such bail by payment to the Tribal

Treasurer at, the Tribal office prior to the time specified in the

notice to appear or depositing such bai] and proceeding to trial

of the charge

11. Failure to Obev Citation

It shall be a criminal violat,ion for any person to vioJate

his written promise to appear on the j.ssuance'of a traffic citatj-on.
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L2. Traffic Citation a Lawful Complaint.

The traffic citation charging commission of

filed with the Tribal Court shall be deemed to be

for the purpose of prosecution under this Title.

an

a

offense when

lawfu1 compla

13. Procedure in Court: Prosecution of Crimihal Off,enses.

13.1 Every officer, upon issuing a traffic citation sha1l

deposit a copy of same with the Tribal Court. Such citation may

be disposed of only by trial in said court or other official
action by a judge, including forfeiture of bail or payment of

fine.
L3.2 Except as expressly rnodified herein, the Quileute Law

and order ordinance No. 74A-7 shall govern the prosecution of

crininal offenses under this ordinance including, without

liniLation, the provisions of the Law and order ordinance

regarding jurisdiction and authority of the Tribal Court and

tribal officers, rules of criminal procedure, bai1, expulsion and

exclusion of non-members, and rights of appeal.

14.

14.1 A notice of traffic infraction, on a form prescribed

by rule of the Tribal Court, represents a determination that an

infraction has been cornmitted. The determination will be fina]

unless contested as prescribed hereitr.

14.2 Any person who receives a notice of traffic infractior

shall respond to such notice as provided in thj.s section within

seven (7) days of the date of the not'ice:

Hearinq Procedure: Notice of Traffic Infraction
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(a) If a person does not contest the dete::mination

ttrat a traffic infraction has been conrmit,ted, the person shall

respond by conpleting the appropriate portion of the notice and

submitting it to the Quileute Tribal Court. A check or money

order in the arnounL of the penalty prescribed in the notice must

be submitted with the response

(b) If a person wishes to contest, the det,ermination,

that petson shaIl respond by completing the portion of the notice

reguesting a hearing and submitting it to the Quileute Tribal

Court. lhe court shall notify the person of the time and date of

the hearing which shall be at least five (5) days after the date

of, the notice.
(c) If a person does not contest the notice but wishes

to explain mitigating circumstances surrounding the infraction,

the person sha1l respond by completing the portion of the notice

requesting a hearing for that purpose and subrnitting it to the

euileute Tribal Court. The Court shall notify the person of the

time and date of the hearing.

14.3 If any person fails to respond to the notice or fails

to appear at the hearing reguested, the court shall enter an

order assessing the nonetary penalty prescribed for the traffic

infraction.
L4,4 Procedures for the conduct of hearings provided for in

this section may be established by rule of the Tribal CourE,.

(a) A hearing held for the purpose of contesting the

determination that an infraction has been committed shall be

without a jury. The burden of proof is on the Tribe to establish
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the comnission of the infraction by a preponderance of the

evidence. Where it has not been established that the infraction

was corunitted, the Tribal Court shalt enter an order dismissing

the notice. Where it has been establ.ished the infraction was

committed, the court shall'enter an appropriate order'

(b) A hearing held for the purpose. of all.owing a

person to explain mitigating circumstances shall be an informal

proceeding. The determination that an infraction has been

corunitted may not be contested at a hearing held for this

purpose. After hearing the explanation, the Tribal Court sha]l

enter an apProPriate order.

I4.5 An order entered after receipt of a response which

does not contest the deterrnination, o! after it has been

established at a hearing that the infraction-vtas committed, or

after a hearing for ttre purpose' of explaining mitigating

circumstances is civil in nature.

15. dence of Conv tion or Traffic fraction Inadmissi4g
n Civil Acllon.

Evidence of receiving a citation, Qf a conviction, of of a

traffic infraction deternination for a violation of any Provisions

of this Ordinance shall not be admissible in any civil action'

t6. Illeqal,Cancetlation of Traffic Citations or Traffic
Infractron Noulces.

ffi unrawfur and official misconduct for any

officer or public employee to dispose of a traffic citation or

notice of traffic infract,ion or copies tlrereof or of the records
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of issuance of the same in a manner other than as reguired in
this ordinance.

L6,2 Any person who cancels or solicits the cancellation of
any traffic citation or notice of traffic infraction in any

manner otber than as prorridua in Sections ]3 or 14 shalr be

guilty of crirninal violation, and upon conviction thereof may be

punished as provided in Section 2.2 of this Chapter.

17 . Disclairner,

Nothing in this ordinance shall be construed to require
criminal trial and punishnent by the Quileute Tribal Court of any

Don-Indian except to the extent allowed by any applicable present

or future act of congress or any.applicable decision of the

United States Supreme Court.

18. THrS ORDINAIICE SHALL BE KNOWN AS THE QUTLEUTE MOTOR VEHTCtE

ORDINA}.ICE.

19. Relationship to OEher Tribal Laws.

No other tribal ordinance or resolution shall be applied in
a manner inconsistent with the provisi.ons of this ordinance.

20. gff.ect o4 Partial Invaliditv.
If any provision of this ordinance or its application t,o any

person or circumstances is held invalid, Lhe remainder of this

ordinance, or the application of the provision to other persons

or circunstances, is not affected
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2L. Effective Date.

This ordinance shall take effect and be enforced immediately

from and after its adoption by the Tribal Council.

PASSED BY T:tE TR.IB.{L COUICIL Elris J 7

and slsned in auth?t:"i*;: "t its passase
dav of Cr-rtu)'-( . Lgsf

-T- t

Ehis ') 'l day of

CERTIFICATIOI.I
I cerElfy as Secretary of che Ouileute Tribal Council rhac the

Quileute Tribal council is cornposed of five nnembers_of whom
I , constiEucing a ouorum, vre_re present at a. \iu-q.;\o.n

t'6E]EiIE-of the Councit on Eire 31r-t'r di:r of A or, L-(4..--held aE LaPush, l'Iashington, anil-EiTl-E che foffi
i,ras adopted a!_qgg!_meetilg b:r a voce '3 FOR C. ACAIIIST,

c)' 
^BSTENTT0I{, 

said-orilinance. -

QUILEUTE TRTBAL CoUi'lCrL

LuO M
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Resolution 2004-A-038, Adopted by Council March 18, 2004, BIA Approved on March 26, 2004

The Quileute Tribal Council adopted RCW 46.55.230 "Junk Vehicle Disposition" and incorporated 
it into the Quileute Motor Vehicle Ordinance. 


